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representatives, always choose such as are, or appear to be,
true friends to their country " *.
The term yeoman was loosely used: indeed it appears Ambiguity
sometimes to have included persons who were not engaged
in fanning 2. In general, however, the term was applied to
the ' middle people of a condition between gentlemen and
cottagers or peasants'3. There is no question that the
yeomen embraced copyholders and leaseholders in addition
to freeholders. Latimer called his father a yeoman although
he was a tenant farmer : Bacon spoke of the " tenancies for
years, lives and at will, whereupon much of the yeomanry
lived" : and the author of Britannia Languens (1680)
wrote—" Our rents are mightily sunk, which having not
abated so much or speedily as was requisite, our yeomanry
are generally impoverished". And again: " Our late
wealthy yeomanry . . . are forced to sink their rents on
the gentry continually or else to fling up their farms " 4. A
hundred years later Adam Smith observed that " a lease
for life of forty shillings a year value is a freehold . . .
and a great part of the yeomanry have freeholds of this
land " 6. Nevertheless a more restricted usage of the term
was common ; and just as in the nineteenth century the
status of yeoman was confined to freeholders—' petty pro-
prietors ' without ' scutcheons and crests' was Macaulay's
description 6—so also, even in earlier times, this was often
the case. In the reign of Elizabeth Sir Thomas Smith and
Harrison styled the yeoman one who " may dispend of his
own free land in yearly revenue to the sum of forty shil-
lings "7. The deputy-lieutenants of Gloucestershire in-
formed the Privy Council in 1628 that " the gentlemen and
yeomen who let their farms and grounds have them turned
1	Somers, Tracts (ed. 1815), xiii. 522.
2	Hist. MSS. Comm. Southampton, 95 (37 Elizabeth) ; ibid. Rye, 248.
3	Bacon, Works (ed. Speddmg), vi. 95.
* Latimer, Sermons (ed. 1844), i. 101; Bacon, Works (ed. Speddmg),
vi. 94 ; Britannia Languens (1680), 131 (in sect, viii.), 230.
5	The Wealth of Nations (ed. Cannan), i. 367.   In Norfolk the yeomen
were tenants :  Kent, Agriculture of Norfolk (1796), 125.
6	Macaulay, The History of England (ed. 1906), i. 259.
7	Smith, De Republica Anglorum (ed. Alston), 42 ;  Harrison, Descrip*
tion of England (ed. Furnivall), i. 133.

